
A very serious situation has developed in the Soviet Zone 
transportation system heoause of the shortage of rails.. Since 
the end of Wor ld Mar II J [never hew ra ils on any road in 
the Soviet Zond ^ 

I I IV XB Known that, rails aa?e ^ 

actually produced at Unterwelhorn and Hennigsdorf , Germany^ hut 
the production seems to go exclusively to the USSR® Furthermore^ 
the rails which used to make up the second track of the Soviet 
Zone railroads have all been dismantled^ so that there is no 
longer any road with two tracks in the Soviet Zone except the 
road from Jueterbog-Halle-Sallfeld to Erfurt- All of the roads 
P ^were single-’tracked^ When the second track for the 25X1 

stretch between Jueterbog and Wittenberg was rebuilt.-^^ after it 
had been previously dismantled^ it was made up of old rails 
which were welded together The rail situation is so serious 
that the roads carrying heavy traffic can only be traveled at 
an average speed of 15-20 miles per hour:. The rail foot is 
weak and therefore the rails cannot carry any great weight More- 
over^ the profiles are worn down to such an extent that loco- 
motives with more than 20 tons of axle load cannot be used on any 
of the rail stretches,. In fact the road from Jueterbog to the 
Anhalter Bahnhof in Berlin^ formerly one of the most traveled 
roads in Germany^ is now only a one-track road and can no longer 
be used by heavy trains.. , 


A particularly thorny problem of rail deterioration is offered 
by the Municipal Railroad of Berlin. This line., which goes in 
two large rings around the city and connects most of the suburbs 
with the eity^ is electrified. The trains used by the municipal 
system consist alternately of a motor car and a pulled car, in 
an arrangement such that the first and last cars are always motor 
cars, Through this arrangement the swinging rhythm of the trains 
is approximately equal for all cars and thereby wears down the 
rails at a very fast rate If the last cars were pulled, the 
rhythm of the swing wouM^^yar^^from^c^ to car.. The equal rhythm 
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has weakened the pTOfdles of the rails w'njf'h .ai.'--- ia very poor 
condition. It haa been estiroated that tl;e re*)arc%-’j tf/hich would 
be, necessary t.* restore the rails of the ijo.r'l.in humlclpal 25X1 

syateff , would PTt-ceed -the total production of rail in the Soviet 

gone, J 


3»' A critical shortage in the railway field also exists in the 
metals required for the component parts of locomotives. 


(a) The fire boxes of locomotives are made of copper. The 
copper boxes did not offer any problem as long as the 
locomotives were fired with anthracite^, but since most 
of the railroads in the Soviet Zone are now run with soft 
ooal« with the exception of the electric trains, the fire 

boxes are attacked by the sulphur which i s contained In 

the soft coal, and are worn out aulckiy, I 

I the news was printed in the papers 
that a looomot-J.ve had exploded in the vicinity of Erfurt, 
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(b) 


(e) 


A; danger which will, become Increasingly critical is the 
rapid deterioration of the boiler tubes in locomotives. 

The boiler tubes corrode very quickly when the water 
used for the dev€;lopm,enit of the steam is not properly 
purified, A non--purl,fied water will form a salty sediment 
on the inside of the tops. If the salty sediment begins 
to line the top, the top will become too hot and will 
burst. There,fot*e, it is necesaai^y to treat the water 
before it is used, axid remove oxvaen an,d carbon from the 
water. I 


25X1 


Connecting rods and piston rods are frequently made of 
poor quality steel and apt to break. They cannot be re- 
paired because metals for their repa.lr are unavailable. 
The piston rings have poor gliding properties because of 
the poor material from which they are made, and due to 
the poor quality of the lubricating oils. Piston rings 
which are made o.f cast iron do not have the propei' thrust. 
The thrust should be 8o kg/oq ctii, with a .f:piction of less 
than 0,01, As a consequence of the poo,r metal, and poor 
lubricating oil, the thrust of the piston rings is 
considerably lower, at a higher .friction rate. 


A, In' all railway stations one can aee partly diamantled loco- 
motives, Some of them are still standing from the tiro,e o,f the 
war, but most of them have 'been dismantled since 1945, to help 
repair the locomotives which are still in use. The station at 
Merseburg, which is falr.ly large, has seven locomotives left 
.which are used for all purposes, Compai'ed to the war years, 
the stations have an average of one-third of their former stock 
of locomotives. Some of the locomotives which had survived 
the war were given to the Soviets as a others were 

taken by the Soviets without any formal ‘'p-besentatlons". These 
loeomotlves have not been replace,;-!. All trains are badly over- 
crowded, This is not onl'jr true of the regular passenger trains 
which shuttle ©very day between Leuna and Me,rseteurg and Leuna 
and Nauj^burg, The regular arrangement i,n theS'g trains is that 
In one compartment elgtit people are seated and at least eight 
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paople are standing* To Illustrate the shortage of loco- 
motives^ It should be mentioned that If the local train flfom 
arrives. ‘too late at Halle^- thertimln :hy y 
tO::Leuha;;;'Wlll:' be late because-, the -lOQ-ontot i ve ■ .'-ntt 
■ 'train ':;has!' to be held at Halle until ■the.rBerldn''rtr^ifeKttib^^ 
barrd^a* ■ ' 

prevent- Soviet ZGnav;paftfi?ehger0-'Afro»--vlei^ 
last Zone trains in the Western Sector of Berlin, the Soviets 
a railway line built which avoids the Western Sector 
co^letely. This detour line, the construction of which was 
begun in the winter of 1950-51 i originates at Ludwlgsfelde 
md leaves the main line at Orossbeeren, It is a double*-^ 
track line which leads on to Qrimau* w here i t mft A tm 
eoniieeting I 


25X1 


^ ^ J. 

jWB^oid rails which have been welded together. 


■th e rails of the road 






Band embankments which were put up to carry the rails 

war* i^raady weakened because the line was operated before the 
sand in the embankment had time to settle. The bridge 
eoaetpuctlons which span the various rivers and water courses 

construction, but have been dls- 
■■atled from bridges which once accomodated double-track roads 
befor e the arriva l of the Soviets, The dismantling of bridge 

on the railway line from Leipzig to Oorbetha. 

^ »«e vicinity of Duerrenberg small water courses which were 
^eviously spanned by bridges are now running through culverts 
???”. through the railroad embankment. This 

situation will be dangerous if the water courses carry flood 

WA vO!E*B « 

, ^ , ^the trains on the new detoiu’ line 

wound Berlin were Corced to slow down In manv places, partly 
because the ear-th-woxk had caved In, partly because t,.h© rail's 
are poorly profiled. The loss of time oufferecl by these slow- 
downs Is so serious that a run from Nauraburg to Berlin now takes 
rive hours, while it used to take about S.'T) hours. The run from 
Namburg to the Oatbahnhof^ which used to lake one hour, now 
takes 2.5 hours . — 'rhe li rains nn ( . h is i*oad are motor brains, 

a line which runs from 
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jutsreog to Konlgswusterhausen via Zossen, The line is a slngle- 
traok road and the rail profiles are badly worn. Even a 

light train has to go at a reduced speed of approxl- 

the Soviet 

zone rail transportation system would not enable the Soviets to 
launch an attack through the Soviet Zone of Germany, 
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•end“ 


SECRET 



Approved For Release 2009/08/20 : CIA-RDP81-01028R0001 00030006-1 





